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INDUSTRIES, MINES
AND SETTLEMENTS

WATER TREATMENT 
PLANTS

DAMAGED 
PRODUCTION
AND REDUCED 
CROP YIELDS

DIRECT EXPOSURE
• ingestion of 
contaminants through 
the food chain
• polluted
drinking water
• contaminated
grasses affecting
the health of
grazing animals

• skin contact with 
polluted dust and soil
• inhaling outdoor 
dust and vapours

PESTICIDES

MANURE

CONTAMINATED 
SURFACE AND 

GROUND 
WATER

The 
overuse of 

antibiotics in the 
agriculture and livestock 

industries causes soil 
microbes to become

resistant to them, posing
a danger to human

health

Soils can 
filter, buffer and 

transform inorganic 
and organic pollutants.
If the soil’s capacity is 
exceeded, contaminants

can seep into the
environment and enter

the food chain
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