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Land degradation - challenges 
Estimates indicate that 33% of all land is under degradation, another 36% is slightly or 
moderately degraded, only 10% is improving 

    (Source: The State of the World’s Land and Water Resources for Food 

and Agriculture – Managing systems at risk. FAO, 2011) 



Land  -  Opportunities 

 2 billion hectares of land can be restored 
 
 500 million hectares of degraded land are abandoned 

agriculture land 
 

 LDN has the potential to cut up to 35% of global GHG 
emissions by storing carbon in soils and to enhance 
resilience to climate change 

 
 LDN is an efficient way to halt on-going biodiversity collapse 

through re-building sustainable landscapes 
 



Context 

Sustainable Development Goal 15  
 
“to protect, restore and promote 
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 
sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss” 



Context 

Sustainable Development Goal 15,  
Target 15.3 
 
“By 2030, combat desertification, restore 
degraded land and soil, including land 
affected by desertification, drought and 
floods, and strive to achieve a land 
degradation-neutral world” 



Context 

Sustainable Development Goal 15,  
Target 15.3, Indicator 15.3.1 
 
“Proportion of land that is degraded over 
total land area” 
 
Sub-indicators: 
 Land cover 
 Land productivity 
 Soil Organic Carbon 

UNCCD  
Progress indicators 



Context 

Multiple benefits of LDN 
in the area of poverty, food 
security, environmental 
protection and sustainable use 
of natural resources  



Context 

Decisions at UNCCD COP.12 
 
 Endorsed SDG target 15.3. and LDN as strong vehicle for driving 

the implementation of the Convention 
 

 Invited all country Parties to “formulate voluntary targets to achieve 
LDN” and to incorporate them in UNCCD NAPs 

 Requested UNCCD bodies to: 
 provide guidance for formulating national LDN targets  
 facilitate the use of UNCCD indicator frameworks to monitor 

LDN targets 

 Use the monitoring and evaluation approach adopted in 
decision 22/COP.11 including progress indicators 



UNCCD COP.12 

Endorsement of LDN definition 
 
“State whereby the amount and quality of land resources 
necessary to support ecosystem functions and services and 
enhance food security remain stable or increase within specified 
temporal and spatial scales”. 

UNCCD Science-Policy Interface (SPI) work 
plan 2016-17  
 
 Develop a scientific basis to operationalize 
     LDN 
 LDN conceptual framework 
 



Context 

LDN Conceptual Framework 
 
 Maintain or improve ecosystem 

services 
 ��Maintain or improve productivity, in 

order to enhance food security 
 ��Increase resilience of the land and 

populations dependent on the land 
 ��Seek synergies with other 

environmental objectives 
 ��Reinforce responsible governance of 

land tenure 



 Opportunities: balance losses of natural capital in one place with gains  in 
another place  

 Risk: unequal balance between gains and losses 

 

Principles for counterbalancing to ensure positive outcomes 

 “Like for like” (within the same land cover class/ecosystem) 

 “No loss of natural land” (avoid balancing  managed land for natural land) 

 “Restore more than you degrade”  (degradation can be a fast process, 

restoration is lengthy) 

 “Counterbalance domestically” (no counterbalancing mechanism between 

nations) 
 

How does the counterbalancing work? 



Building blocks for LDN target setting 

1. LEVERAGING LDN 

Engage decision makers and 
stakeholders involved in land 

management 

 

2. ASSESSING LDN 

Making informed decisions on 
what action to take by assessing 
the current state of land and its 

drivers of degradation 

3. SETTING LDN TARGETS & MEASURES 

Define country’s ambitions in 
terms of combatting land 

degradation by defining LDN 
targets and measures 

4. ACHIEVING LDN 

Create an enabling environment 
by integrating LDN into national 

policies and identifying 
transformative LDN programme 

and projects 



Building blocks for LDN target setting 

1. Leveraging LDN 
 
1. Establish national LDN Target Setting Leverage Plans 
2. Mobilize senior government and major international partners 
3. Facilitate multi-stakeholder engagement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Building blocks for LDN target setting 

2. Assessing LDN 
 Establish LDN baseline 
 Analyse LDN legal and 

institutional environment 
 Map out LDN trends and 

drivers 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Building blocks for LDN target setting 

3. Setting LDN targets and measures 
 
 Establish LDN targets 
 Identify key policy/technical measures  to achieve LDN targets 
 Facilitate political endorsement of measures to avoid, reduce and 

reverse land degradation 
 
 LDN at national scale (e.g. by 2030 as compared to 2015) 

 LDN at sub-national scale (e.g. LDN is achieved in the western province of 

country X by 2030 as compared to 2015) 

 Specific targets to avoid, reduce and reverse land degradation 

(e.g. improve productivity and SOC stocks in cropland and grasslands by 2030 as 

compared to 2015) 



Building blocks for LDN target setting 

4. Achieving LDN 
 
 Integrate LDN in selected 

national policies and 
commitments 

 Map out transformative LDN 
projects/programmes and 
innovative finance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL , SOCIAL and ECONOMIC BENEFITS 

Triple bottom line Initiatives 



LDN target setting process 

10 Steps that provide operational guidance on how to define national LDN 
baselines and to identify voluntary LDN targets and associated measures 
 
 Step 1: Government leadership and stakeholder engagement – creating 

leverage 
 Step 2: Setting the LDN baseline 
 Step 3 + 4: Assessing trends and drivers of land degradation 
 Step 5: Defining national voluntary LDN targets 
 Step 6: Mainstreaming LDN in land use planning 
 Step 7: Identifying measures to achieve LDN targets 
 Step 8: Facilitating action towards LDN – Policies and transformative 

projects 
 Step 9 + 10: Monitoring and reporting on LDN 
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