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|. DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES*
Deci sion 1/ COP. 2

Ordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling article 22, paragraph 4 of the Convention, related to the
conveni ng of ordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties,

Bearing in mnd that the Conference of the Parties should adopt the budget
during its ordinary sessions,

1. Decides that the fifth ordinary session of the Conference of the
Parties shall take place in the year 2001, and that thereafter ordinary sessions
shall be held every two years;

2. Deci des al so that the sixth ordinary session of the Conference of the
Parties shall be held in the year 2003;

3. Invites the secretariat to make the necessary arrangenents for the
forthcom ng ordi nary sessions of the Conference of the Parties in accordance with
thi s decision and rel evant provisions of the Convention

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998

Conference of the Parties at its first session, see

! For decisions of the
/11/ Add. 1.

docunent | CCD/ COP( 1)
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Deci si on 2/ COP. 2

Programme of work for the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parti es,
Recalling article 22 of the Convention,

Recalling also its decisions 9/COP.1 on its work programe, 10/COP.1 on
review of the inplementation of the Convention and 11/COP.1 on procedures for
the communi cation of information and review of inplenentation

1. Decides to include the following selected itens in the agenda of its
third session and, if necessary, its fourth session

(a) Review of reports on inplenentation of affected African country
Parties, including on the participatory process and on experiences gai ned and
results achieved in the preparation and inplenentation of national action
pr ogr anmes;

(b) Consi deration of progress made in the fornulation and inpl enmentation
of subregional and regional action programres in Africa,

(c) Revi ew of reports by devel oped country Parties on neasures taken to
assist in the preparation and inplementation of action progranmes, including
i nformati on on financial resources they have provided, or are providing, under
t he Conventi on;

(d) Review of information provided by relevant organs, funds and
programes of the United Nations system as well as other intergovernmental and
non-gover nnental organi zations, on their activities in support of the preparation
and i npl enentation of action programres under the Convention

(e) Review of activities for the pronmotion and strengthening of
relationships with other relevant conventions and relevant internationa
organi zations, institutions and agenci es;

(f) Consi deration of procedures and institutional nechanisns for the
resol ution of questions on inplenentation, in accordance with article 27 of the
Convention, with a view to deciding howto take this matter forward;

(9) Consi deration of annexes containing arbitration and conciliation
procedures, in accordance with article 28, paragraphs 2(a) and 6, of the
Conventi on;

(h) Consi derati on of some specific conclusions and recomendati ons made
by the Committee on Science and Technology relating to affected country Parties’
experiences and constraints in the inplementation of action progranmnes;

2. Decides also to include the followi ng selected itenms in the agenda
of its fourth session and, if necessary, its fifth session

(a) Revi ew of reports on inplenmentation of affected country Parties, of
regions other than Africa, including on the participatory process, and on
experiences gained and results achieved in the preparation and inplenentation
of national action programes;
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(b) Review of the report on progress mde in the fornulation and
i npl enent ati on of subregi onal and regional action progranmes in regions other
than Africa;

3. Requests the secretariat of the Convention to circulate in all
of ficial |anguages at least three nmonths prior to the third session of the
Conference of the Parties a provisional annotated agenda, and appropriate
docunentation for that session, reflecting the decisions in paragraphs 1 and 2
above.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998
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Deci si on 3/ COP. 2

Adm ni strative and support arrangenents for the secretariat,
including interimarrangenents

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decisions 3/COP.1 on the designation of a Convention
secretariat and arrangenents for its functioning, admnistrative and support
arrangenents, and 4/COP.1 on interim arrangenents for the Conference of the
Parties and for the Convention secretariat,

Recalling also United Nations General Assenbly resolution 52/198 of 18
December 1997 on inplenentation of the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa,

Taking note of the secretariat report on institutional and interim
arrangenents for the Conference of the Parties and the Convention secretariat,!?

1. Accepts the arrangenents as outlined in the secretariat report
referred to in the preanble to this decision

2. Notes with appreciation the appoi ntnent by the Secretary-Ceneral of
the first head of the Convention secretariat in accordance with its decision
4/ COP. 1, paragraph 4;

3. Calls on the General Assenbly, bearing in mnd the institutiona
i nkage of the Convention secretariat to the United Nations and the |arge nunber
of States, including those which are on the |list of |east devel oped countri es,
that are Parties to the Convention, to decide to finance from the regular
programe budget of the United Nations the conference servicing costs arising
from sessions of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies for the
duration of the institutional |inkage approved by the CGeneral Assenbly, including
the fourth and fifth sessions of the Conference of the Parties and neetings of
its subsidiary bodies in the cal endar of conferences and neetings for 2000-2001,;

4, Requests the Executive Secretary to transmt to the General Assenbly
the report and decisions of its second session

5. Reiterates its appreciation to Governnents, the United Nations
system nultilateral financial institutions, intergovernnental organizations and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons that have supported the interimsecretariat;

6. Invites the international comunity, the United Nations system
i ncluding the Bretton Wods institutions, intergovernnental organizations, non-
governnmental institutions and the private sector to continue to support and
cooperate with the Convention secretariat and requests the Executive Secretary
to collaborate with those entities with a view to reachi ng understandi ngs t hat
specify the nature of the cooperation and support that each entity woul d provide.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998

1| CCDI COP(2) /9.
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Deci si on 4/ COP. 2

Agr eenent concerni ng the headquarters
of the permanent secretariat of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decision 5/COP.1 of 10 Cctober 1997, by which it accepted the
offer of the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany to host the
secretariat of the Convention

Also recalling that the headquarters agreenent was signed on 18 August 1998
and that an exchange of notes form ng part of the agreement took place on the
same day,

Bearing in mnd the note by the secretariat on the headquarters agreenent?
and the statenent nmade by the del egation of Germany on the successful concl usion
of the headquarters agreenment and its speedy entry into operation

Noting that the Federal Republic of Germany has issued an ordi nance, which
became effective on 23 Cctober 1998, inplenenting major parts of the headquarters
agreenment under German |aw, and further noting that article 3, paragraph 3,
article 4 and article 5 of the headquarters agreenment require ratification by
t he Federal Republic of GCernany,

Noting with satisfaction that the said ratification is nearing conpletion

Approves the agreenment signed in Bonn on 18 August 1998 concerning the
headquarters of the Convention secretariat, subject to its ratification by the
Federal Republic of Germany and requests the Executive Secretary to report to
the Conference of the Parties at its third session on this matter if necessary.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998

1 1 CCD/ICOP(2)/8 and Corr.1 and Add. 1-2.
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Deci si on 5/ COP. 2

Procedures for the communi cation of information
and review of inplenentation

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling article 22, paragraphs 2(a) and (b), article 23, paragraph 2(c),
and article 26 of the Convention

Reaffirm ng decision 11/COP.1 on procedures for the comunication of
i nformati on and review of inplenmentation

Havi ng consi dered the review of the inplenentation of the Convention and
of its institutional arrangenents, including support to regional action
programmes, !

1. Recalls that, at its third session, in 1999, it shall exam ne the
reports of affected African country Parties and, at its fourth session, in 2000,
the reports of affected country Parties in other regions;

2. Recalls also that devel oped country Parties shall report, at each
session, on neasures taken to assist action programres of those affected
devel opi ng country Parties reporting for the session, and that rel evant organs,
funds and programres of the United Nations system and other intergovernnenta
and non-governnmental organizations, are invited to do |ikew se;

3. Recal | s further that reports are to be submtted in conformty with
the procedures for the communi cation of information and review of inplenmentation
contained in decision 11/COP. 1;

4, Calls upon Covernnents, the United Nations system and all other
i nterested organizations, including non-governmental organizations and the
private sector, to provide technical and financial support with a view to
assisting affected African country Parties for the conpilation and conmuni cati on
of information to be submtted to the Conference of the Parties at its third
session, in 1999, for consideration, as well as identifying the technical and
financi al needs associated with action progranmes;

5. Requests the secretariat to report to the Conference of the Parties
at its third session on its activities related to paragraph 24 of the procedures
contained in decision 11/COP. 1 and article 23, paragraph 2(c), of the Convention

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998

1| CCD/ COP(2) /5.
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Deci si on 6/ COP. 2

I. Adjustnment to the Convention budget
and programe for 1999

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decision 6/COP.1, whereby, inter alia, it approved a core
budget in the ambunt of US$ 6,100,000 for 1999 and requested the Executive
Secretary to report to the Conference of the Parties, at its second session, any
proposed adj ustnents to the budget for 1999,

Further recalling its decision 7/COP.1, whereby, inter alia, it took note
of the estimated requirenments for 1999 for the Supplementary Fund and the Specia
Fund, submtted by the Executive Secretary, and requested himto report thereon
to the second and third sessions of the Conference of the Parties and to propose
any related adjustnents that mght be required for 1999,

Havi ng consi dered the report on adjustments to the Convention budget for
1999 submtted by the Executive Secretary?,

A. The core budget

1. Approves the revised core budget of the Convention for 1999, as the
second year of the biennium 1998-1999, anounting to US$ 6,100,000, for the
foll ow ng purposes, not including conference servicing costs:

1999 expenditures
(thousands of US$)

l. Programmes admi ni stered by the secretariat of the Convention

Pol i cy- maki ng organs 42.0
Executive direction and managenent 625. 0
Substantive support to the Conference of the Parties
and its subsidiary bodies 542.0
Facilitation of inplementati on and coordination 1 384.0
External relations and public information 388.0
A obal Mechani sm 1 003.0
Admi ni stration and systens support 1 000.5
Admi ni strative overhead charges 648. 0
Subt ot al 5 632.5
1. Working capital reserve 467.5
Tot al 6 100.0
2. Takes note of the estimate of contribution to offset the expenditures

approved in paragraph 1 above, as foll ows:

1999 contribution
(thousands of US$)

Vol untary contribution fromthe Governnent
of Germany to the secretariat in addition
to its existing comritnents as a Party to
the Convention Tot al 546. 4

1 | CCDI COP(2) / 2.
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3. Deci des that the Executive Secretary, for the purpose of the 1999
budget, shall nake savings equivalent to the special annual contribution of the
Covernnent of Germany to finance Convention events organi zed by the secretari at
(see paragraph 7 below), in calculating the contributions of Parties to the 1999
budget in a manner that the anmount to be shared anobng the Parties shall tota
US$ 4, 956,800 as the Parties have al ready budgeted for 1999;

4, Requests the Executive Secretary to continue negotiations with the
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations on the issue of an allotnent of overhead
for the financing of additional posts or activities in the adm nistrative area
of the secretariat;

5. Wel comes General Assenbly resolution 52/198 of 18 Decenber 1997
wher eby the General Assenbly decided to include in the cal endar of conferences
and nmeetings for 1998-1999 the sessions of the Conference of the Parties and
its subsidiary bodies envisaged for that biennium

6. Reiterates its appreciation to the Government of Germany for its
generous contributions of DM1 mllion to the secretariat, in addition to its
conmmtnents as a Party, and of a further DM 1, 000,000 for Convention events
organi zed by the secretariat;

7. Approves the creation of a new trust fund for the special annual
contribution of DM1 mllion fromthe Governnent of Germany to finance Convention
events organized by the secretariat, made in accordance with the bilatera
arrangenents between the Government of CGermany and the Convention secretariat,
and requests the Executive Secretary to request the Secretary-Ceneral of the
United Nations to establish the new trust fund, to be nanaged by the Executive
Secretary,

8. Approves the staffing table for the secretariat under the 1999 core
budget as foll ows:
1999 posts
l. Pr of essi onal category and above
ASG 1
D2 -
D1 1
P-5 6
P-4 4
P-3 6
P-2 _3
Subt ot al 21
. General Service category 11
TOTAL 32
9. Confirms its authorization to the Executive Secretary to nmake

transfers between each of the main appropriation lines set out in part I,
paragraph 1, above, up to an aggregate limt of 15 per cent of the tota
estimated expenditure for a given year for those appropriation |ines, provided
that in the process no appropriation line is reduced by nore than 25 per cent;

10. Reaffirms that the working capital reserve maintained within the
Ceneral Fund shall be set at a level of 8.3 per cent of core budget expenditure,
i ncl udi ng over head char ges;
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11. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of the
Parties at its third session on the financial performance of the Convention
budget for 1999;

12. Further requests the Executive Secretary to subnmit to the Conference
of the Parties at its third session a proposed programre budget for the biennium
2000- 2001, which should include a contingency provision for conference servicing
costs in the event that the General Assenbly of the United Nations deci des not
to provide resources for these activities in the regular United Nations budget
for that biennium

B. Anendnent to the Financial Rules

13. Amends paragraph 12 (a) of the Financial Rules to read as foll ows:

"(a) Contributions made each year by Parties on the basis of an indicative
scal e adopted by consensus by the Conference of the Parties, and based on such
a scal e of assessnents of the United Nations as may be adopted fromtinme to tine
by the General Assenbly of the United Nations;"

C. I ndi cative scale of contributions

14. Adopts the attached indicative scale of contributions to the Cenera
Fund of the Convention for 1999, adjusted so as to ensure that no Party
contributes less than 0.001 per cent of the total, that no one contribution
exceeds 25 per cent of the total and that no contribution froma | east devel oped
country exceeds 0.01 per cent of the total

15. Recal ls that, in accordance with paragraph 14 of the Financial Rules
of the Convention, contributions for 1999 are expected on or before 1 January
1999 and that each Party should, as far in advance as possible of that date,
i nformthe Executive Secretary of the contribution it intends to make and the
projected timng of that contribution

16. Invites Parties to the Convention to pay pronptly and in full the
contributions required to finance expenditures approved under part A, paragraph
1 above, as offset by the estinmated contribution noted in paragraph 2.

Il. The Supplenentary Fund and the Special Fund of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,

1. Takes note of the estimated requirenents submtted by the Executive
Secretary,
2. Invites Parties, as well as Governnents of States not Parties,

i ntergovernnental organizations and non-governnental organizations, to make
contributions to the Suppl ementary Fund established pursuant to paragraph 9 of
the Financial Rules, in order to:

(a) Support the participation of representatives of non-governnenta
organi zations from af fected devel opi ng country Parties, particularly the |east
devel oped anong them in sessions of the Conference of Parties;

(b) Facilitate assistance to devel oping country Parties in accordance
with article 23, paragraph 2(c), and article 26, paragraph 7 of the Convention
as well as the relevant articles of the regional inplenmentation annexes;
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(c) Advance ot her appropriate purposes consistent with the objectives of
t he Conventi on;

3. Further invites Parties, as well as Governments of States not
Parties, intergovernmental organizations and non-governnental organizations, to
make contributions to the Special Fund established in accordance w th paragraph
10 of the Financial Rules, in order to support the participation of devel oping,
and in particular, |east devel oped country Parties affected by desertification
and/ or drought, particularly those in Africa, in the sessions of the Conference
of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies;

4, Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of the
Parties at its third session on the status of the Trust Funds established under
t he Fi nanci al Rul es.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998
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I NDI CATI VE SCALE OF CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE GENERAL FUND

(CORE BUDGET) OF THE CONVENTI ON FOR 1999
(AS OF 11 DECEMBER 1998)

Esti mated 1999
contri bution
(USS$)

NNNNNRRRRRRRERRRRE
PONPOOONOORWNEO

25.
26.
27.

29.
30.

32.
33.

34.
35.

37.
38.

40.
41.

43.
44,
45.

COeNoT~wWNE

Party to the CCD Uni ted Nations I ndi cative
scal e (1999) scal e?
(% (%

Af ghani st an* 0. 003 0. 004
Al geria 0. 094 0. 137
Angol a* 0. 010 0. 010
Anti gua and Bar buda 0. 002 0. 003
Argentina 1.024 1.487
Arnmeni a 0.011 0. 016
Austria 0. 941 1. 367
Azer bai j an 0. 022 0. 032
Bahr ai n 0. 017 0.024
Bangl adesh* 0. 010 0. 010
Bar bados 0. 008 0.012
Bel gi um 1.103 1.602
Bel i ze 0. 001 0. 001
Beni n* 0. 002 0. 003
Bol i vi a 0. 007 0.011
Bot swana 0. 010 0. 015
Brazi | 1.470 2.135
Bur ki na Faso* 0. 002 0. 003
Bur undi * 0. 001 0. 001
Canbodi a* 0. 001 0. 001
Canmer oon 0. 013 0. 019
Canada 2.754 4. 000
Cape Verde* 0. 002 0. 003
Central African 0. 001 0. 001

Republ i c*
Chad* 0. 001 0. 001
Chile 0.131 0. 190
Chi na 0.973 1.414
Conor os* 0. 001 0. 001
Cook 1 sl ands 0. 001 0. 001
Costa Rica 0. 010 0. 023
Cote d'lvoire 0. 009 0.013
Cuba 0. 026 0. 038
Denmocrati c Republic 0. 007 0. 010

of the Congo*
Denmar k 0.691 1.003
Dj i bouti * 0. 001 0. 001
Domi ni ca 0. 001 0. 001
Dom ni can Republic 0. 015 0. 022
Ecuador 0. 020 0. 029
Egypt 0. 065 0. 095
El Sal vador 0.012 0.018
Equat ori al Gui nea* 0. 001 0. 001
Eritrea* 0. 001 0. 001
Et hi opi a* 0. 006 0. 008
Eur opean Community 2.500 2.500
Fiji 0. 004 0. 006
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(CORE BUDGET) OF THE CONVENTI ON FOR 1999
(AS OF 11 DECEMBER 1998)
Party to the CCD Uni ted Nations I ndi cative Esti mated 1999
scal e (1999) scal e contribution
(A9 (2 (US$)

46. Fi nl and 0.542 0.788
47. France 6. 540 9. 500
48. Gabon 0. 015 0.022
49. Ganbi a* 0. 001 0. 001
50. Gernmany 9. 808 14. 247
51. Ghana 0. 007 0.011
52. Greece 0. 351 0.510
53. Grenada 0. 001 0. 001
54. Guatemul a 0. 018 0. 026
55. QGui nea* 0. 003 0. 004
56. Qi nea- Bi ssau* 0.001 0.001
57. Guyana 0. 001 0. 001
58. Haiti~* 0. 002 0. 003
59. Hondur as 0. 003 0. 004
60. Icel and 0. 032 0. 046
61. India 0. 299 0.434
62. I ndonesia 0.184 0. 267
63. lran (Islamc 0.193 0. 281

Republ i ¢ of)
64. Ireland 0.224 0. 325
65. Israel 0. 345 0.501
66. Italy 5.432 7.890
67. Jammi ca 0. 006 0. 008
68. Japan 19. 984 25. 000
69. Jordan 0. 006 0. 008
70. Kazakhst an 0. 066 0. 096
71. Kenya 0. 007 0.011
72. Kiribati 0. 001 0. 001
73. Kuwai t 0.134 0. 195
74. Kyrgyzstan 0. 008 0.012
75. Lao People's 0. 001 0. 001

Denocrati c Republic*
76. Lebanon 0.016 0. 023
77. Lesot ho* 0. 002 0. 003
78. Liberia* 0. 002 0. 003
79. Libyan Arab 0.132 0.191

Jamahiriya
80. Luxenbourg 0. 068 0. 099
81. Madagascar* 0. 003 0. 004
82. Mal awi * 0. 002 0. 003
83. Mal aysi a 0. 180 0. 262
84. Mali* 0. 002 0. 003
85. Malta 0.014 0. 020
86. Marshall 1sl ands 0.001 0. 001
87. Mauritania* 0.001 0. 001
88. Mauritius 0. 009 0. 013
89. Mexico 0. 980 1.423
90. M cronesi a (Federated 0. 001 0. 001

St at es of)
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I NDI CATI VE SCALE OF CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE GENERAL FUND
(CORE BUDGET) OF THE CONVENTI ON FOR 1999

(AS OF 11 DECEMBER 1998)

Party to the CCD Uni ted Nations I ndi cative Esti mated 1999
scal e (1999) scal e contribution
(A9 (2 (US$)
91. Mdngolia 0. 002 0. 003
92. Mbrocco 0. 041 0. 060
93. Mozanbi que* 0. 001 0.001
94. Myanmar* 0. 008 0. 010
95. Nami bi a 0. 007 0.011
96. Nepal * 0. 004 0. 006
97. Net herl ands 1.631 2.370
98. Nicaragua 0. 001 0. 001
99. Niger* 0. 002 0. 003
100. Nigeria 0. 040 0. 058
101. Ni ue 0. 001 0.001
102. Norway 0.610 0. 886
103. Oman 0. 051 0.074
104. Paki st an 0. 059 0. 085
105. Panama 0.013 0.019
106. Paraguay 0.014 0. 020
107. Peru 0. 095 0. 138
108. Portugal 0. 417 0. 606
109. Romani a 0. 067 0. 098
110. Saint Kitts and 0. 001 0.001
Nevi s
111. Saint Lucia 0. 001 0. 001
112. Saint Vincent and 0. 001 0. 001
t he Grenadi nes
113. Sanpa 0. 001 0.001
114. Sao Tone and 0. 001 0.001
Pri nci pe*
115. Saudi Arabia 0. 569 0. 827
116. Senegal 0. 006 0. 008
117. Seychelles 0. 002 0. 003
118. Sierra Leone* 0. 001 0. 001
119. South Africa 0. 366 0.531
120. Spain 2.589 3.761
121. Sudan* 0. 007 0.010
122. Swazil and 0. 002 0. 003
123. Sweden 1.084 1.574
124. Switzerl and 1.215 1.765
125. Syrian Arab Republic 0. 064 0. 093
126. Taji ki stan 0. 005 0. 007
127. Togo* 0. 001 0.001
128. Tunisia 0. 028 0. 041
129. Turkey 0. 440 0. 639
130. Tur kneni st an 0. 008 0.012
131. Uganda* 0. 004 0. 006
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(CORE BUDGET) OF THE CONVENTI ON FOR 1999
(AS OF 11 DECEMBER 1998)
Party to the CCD United Nations I ndicative Estimated 1999
scal e (1999) scal e contribution
(% (%° (US$)
132. United Ki ngdom of 5. 090 7.394
Great Britain and
Northern Irel and
133. United Republic of 0. 003 0. 004
Tanzani a*
134. Uzbeki st an 0. 037 0. 054
135. Venezuel a 0.176 0. 256
136. Viet Nam 0. 007 0.011
137. Yenen* 0. 010 0. 010
138. Zanbi a* 0. 002 0. 003
139. Zi nbabwe 0. 009 0. 013
TOTAL 72.413 100. 000 4 956 800
* Least devel oped countries.
! Actual Parties include States and regional economc integration

organi zations that are Parties to the Convention as of 11 Decenber 1998.

2 I n accordance w th paragraph 12(a) of the Financial Rules, indicative
rates of contribution are based on the United Nations scale of assessments, as
currently contained in CGeneral Assenmbly resolution A/ RES/52/215 of 20 January
1998, adjusted to obtain a total of 100 per cent and to ensure that no Party
contributes less than 0.001 per cent of the total, that no one contribution
exceeds 25 per cent of the total and that no contribution froma | east devel oped
Party exceeds 0.01 per cent of the total
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Deci sion 7/ COP. 2

Mediumterm strategy of the secretariat

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling the rel evant provisions of the Convention and deci sions adopted
by the Conference of the Parties regarding the role and functions of the
Convention secretari at,

Havi ng consi dered the nmediumterm strategy of the secretariat?

1. Decides to have further consideration of the issue related to the
mediumtermstrategy of the secretariat in the context of the inplementation of
the Convention and programre proposals;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to el aborate a new docunent on the
mediumterm strategy of the secretariat based on comrents, suggestions and
proposal s nade during the second session of the Conference of the Parties, as
well as on witten subm ssions by the Parties no later than 30 April 1999, and
to submt that document and a conpendiumto the Conference of the Parties for
consi deration.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998

1| CCDI COP(2) / 6.
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Deci si on 8/ COP. 2

Col l aboration with other conventions

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling the provisions of article 8 of the Convention, on the
relationship with other conventions, and article 22, paragraph 2(i), on the
pronoti on and strengthening of relationships with other relevant internationa
bodi es and conventi ons,

Recalling also article 23, paragraph 2(d), on the coordination by the
secretariat of its activities with the secretariats of other relevant
i nternati onal bodi es and conventi ons,

Bearing in mnd its decision 9/COP.1, paragraph 3(a), and its decision
13/ COP. 1, paragraph 2, on collaboration and coordination with other internationa
bodi es and conventions, and decision 14/COP.1 on relations with the d oba
Envi ronment Facility,

Taki ng note of the report by the secretariat on collaboration and synergies
among Ri o conventions for the inplenentation of the Convention?,

1. Requests the secretariat to take steps to inplenent that report in
consultation with other rel evant secretariats, and to devel op, as appropriate,
a menor andum of understanding to define their collaboration and cooperation

2. Al so requests the Executive Secretary, in preparing docunents for the
Conference of the Parties, to seek, as appropriate, the views of and inputs from
rel evant convention secretariats, as well as from relevant international

organi zati ons, agencies and institutions;

3. Further requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference
of the Parties at its third session on his activities in fulfilling this
deci sion, bearing in mnd the rel evant resol uti ons and/ or decisions of the United
Nati ons General Assenbly.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998

1| CCDI COP(2) /7.
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Deci si on 9/ COP. 2

Regi onal i npl enent ati on _annexes and
interreqgional programmes and platforns of cooperation

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling its decision 12/ COP.1 on regional inplenmentation annexes,
Recal ling also article 11 of the Conventi on,

Taking note of the review by the Convention secretariat of the
i mpl ementati on of the Convention and of its institutional arrangenents, including
support to regional action progranmes?,

1. Wel comes agreenents reached by country Parties of the regiona
i npl enent ati on annexes to | aunch regi onal action progranmnes;

2. Urges Parties in regi ons which have not yet done so to accel erate the
process of adoption and inplenentation of regional action programes as well as
the launching of activities and projects in cross-border areas identified or to
be identified in each subregi onal or regional action programre;

3. Encourages affected developing country Parties to pursue al
necessary efforts for the formulation and inplenentation of activities and
projects initiated in the framework of priority areas for interregiona
cooperation on the inplenentation of the Convention

4, Requests the Executive Secretary to facilitate assistance, in
accordance with article 23 (2) of the Convention, for the effective and efficient
i npl enment ati on of regional action progranmes;

5. Calls wupon the international comrunity, in particular devel oped
countries, the United Nations system including nultilateral financia
institutions, regional econom c integration organizations, non-governmenta
organi zations and the private sector to continue to support the efforts of
af fected developing country Parties in the processes of elaboration and
i npl ement ati on of subregi onal and regi onal action progranmes and interregiona
programes and platforns of cooperation to conbat desertification, by providing
themw th financial resources and other forns of assistance.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998

1| CCD/ COP(2) /5.
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Deci si on 10/ COP. 2

Review of the inplenentation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling its decision 10/COP.1 on review of the inplenentation of the
Conventi on,

Noting that, in spite of efforts nade to address the issue at its second
session, it was recognized that nmore tine was needed for its consideration

1. Invites Parties to make submi ssions in witing to the Convention
secretariat in anticipation of consideration of this decision, to be received
by the secretariat no later than 30 April 1999;

2. Requests the secretariat to conpile subm ssions for consideration by
the Conference of the Parties at its third session

3. Al so requests the secretariat to include the consideration of
decision 10/ COP.1 on the agenda for its third session

4, Decides to transmt to its third session the draft decision contained
i n docunent |1 CCDY COP(2)/L.9, proposed by Indonesia on behalf of the G oup of 77
and China, for consideration in place of docunent A/ AC.241/L.42, referred to in
deci si on 10/ COP. 1, paragraph 2.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998
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Deci sion 11/ COP. 2

Reqgi onal cooperation between countries of
eastern and central Europe

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling the statement nmade by the President of the Conference of the
Parties at its first session!, noting the wish of sonme eastern and centra
Eur opean countries to establish an additional regional inplenmentation annex to
t he Conventi on,

Also recalling United Nations GCeneral Assenbly resolution 52/198 of
18 Decenber 1997, paragraph 6, inviting the Conference of the Parties to
facilitate the el aboration of an additional regional inplenentation annex to the
Convention for the countries of the eastern and central European region

Havi ng taken note of the wi sh of the concerned countries to becone Parties
to the Convention by conpleting the process of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession,

1. Urges observer countries from eastern and central Europe to take
appropriate actions to becone parties to the Convention through the early
conpl etion of the process of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession to
the Convention, thereby facilitating adoption of the additional regiona
i mpl ementation annex to the Convention by the Conference of the Parties at its
fourth session;

2. Takes note of the progress made through the informal consultations
ai med at producing a draft for an additional regional inplenmentation annex to
t he Conventi on;

3. Invites countries of eastern and central Europe to pursue
consultations with a view to producing a draft additional regional inplenmentation
annex to the Conventi on;

4, Invites also the countries of eastern and central Europe to submt
a draft additional regional inplenentation annex to the Convention for
consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its third session

5. Requests the secretariat to continue to support the process under the
gui dance of the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998

1 I CCD/COP(1)/11, paragraph 53
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Deci sion 12/ COP. 2

Wrk progranmme of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal ling decision 16/COP.1 on the work programe of the Committee on
Sci ence and Technol ogy,

1. Decides that the priority issue to be addressed in depth by the
Committee on Science and Technology at its third session shall be early-warning
systems in its broadest sense;

2. Al so decides that the agenda for the third session of the Conmittee
shall include the other topics on the agenda for the second session of the
Conmi ttee;

3. Requests the Convention secretariat to facilitate the conveni ng of

at | east one inter-sessional bureau neeting of the Committee within existing
resources for the review of decisions taken by the Conference of the Parties and
other related matters regarding the work of the Conmittee, especially the
pl anni ng and organi zati on of the next session of the Conmittee;

4, Invites Parties to submit contributions in witing not exceeding 10
pages to the Convention secretariat no |later than 30 June 1999, referring to the
priority issues to be addressed at the third session of the Committee, reporting
on already existing experiences of early-warning systens as well as on
speci alized institutions acting in this field to facilitate the preparation of
the third session.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998
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Deci sion 13/ COP. 2

Roster of independent experts

The Conference of the Parti es,

Havi ng revi ewed the proposed roster of independent experts! prepared by the
secretariat of the Convention in accordance with decision 19/COP.1 based on
subm ssions from Parties through di pl omatic channel s,

Noting with appreciation the efforts nade by the secretariat to ensure that
the roster is available in electronic form as well as through the regular
channel s of the United Nations system

1. Invites Parties to supplenment their subm ssions to the secretariat
for inclusion in the roster to ensure that under-represented areas are addressed,
in particular by:

(a) Maki ng the roster nore balanced in terns of gender equity;

(b) Ensuring better representation of rel evant disciplines, particularly
in the areas of anthropology and sociology, health sciences, |egislation,
m crobi ol ogy and trade;

(c) I ncreasing representation of experts from international and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons;

2. Also invites Parties which have not yet submitted nom nations of
experts for the roster including full addresses to do so;

3. Requests the secretariat to ensure that an updated roster is made
available in electronic formas appropriate;

4, Further requests the secretariat to distribute a paper copy of the
roster to Parties on an annual basis.

5th Pl enary
7 Decenber 1998

1 | CCD/ COP(2)/11 and Add. 1.
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Deci si on 14/ COP. 2

Traditional know edge

The Conference of the Parti es,

Noting the synopsis of reports on traditional know edge compiled by the
secretariat?,

1. Requests the secretariat to conplete its ongoing work on conpiling
the nost inmportant and widely applied traditional know edge on a subregi onal and
regi onal basis and on a national scale where appropriate, and make a synthesis
of this work available to the Comrmittee on Science and Technology at its third
sessi on;

2. Requests the secretariat:

(a) To explore ways and means of linking the work of the Committee on
traditional knowl edge with simlar work being undertaken under other related
conventions and to report to the Comrittee thereon at its third session; and

(b) To prepare a report on traditional know edge in dryland ecosystens
drawi ng on the discussions that took place at the second session of the Commttee
and the synthesis referred to in paragraph 1 above in tinme for its presentation
to the next neeting of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice of the Convention on Biological Diversity;

3. Deci des to appoint an ad hoc panel conposed of ten experts with terns
of reference as foll ows:

(a) Drawi ng upon the synthesis referred to in paragraph 1 above, to
i dentify successful experiences and conclusions relating to:

(i) Threats and other constraints, including socio-economnc
i npacts, confronting such traditional know edge and practi ces;

(ii) Strategies for integrating traditional and | ocal know edge,
know how and practices with nodern know edge based on specific case histories;
and

(iii) Mechanisns for pronoting and exchangi ng successful approaches;

(b) To report accordingly to the Conference of the Parties at its third
sessi on;

4, Requests the United Nations Environnent Progranme to ensure that
issues relating to linking information networks on traditional and |oca
know edge, know how and practices to the national action programmes are addressed
under the survey and eval uati on of networks.

10th Pl enary
10 Decenber 1998

1| CCD/ COP(2) / CST/ 5.
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Deci si on 15/ COP. 2

O her_bodies performng work simlar to that envisaged for the
Comnittee on Science and Technol ogy

The Conference of the Parties,

Noting with appreciation the report of the secretariat of the Convention
on other bodies performng work simlar to that envisaged for the Commttee on
Sci ence and Technol ogy?,

1. Invites Governments to update the information contained in the report
by submitting to the secretariat in witing the names of and rel evant information
on additional organizations, whether national, subregional, regional or

i nternational by 30 May 1999;

2. Requests the secretariat to update the informati on on potential areas
of cooperati on between the Convention and the other conventions and organi zati ons
specified in the annex to the docunment? referred to in the preanble to this
deci si on.

5th Pl enary
7 Decenber 1998

1| CCD/ COP(2) / CST/ 4.
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Deci sion 16/ COP. 2

Benchmar ks and i ndi cators

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling its decision 22/ COP.1, requesting CGovernnments to initiate testing
of the inplenmentation indicators identified in document A/ AC. 241/1nf.4 as revi sed
by docunent |CCD/COP(1)/CST/3/Add.1, and to report on the utility of such
i npl enmentation indicators in national reporting to the third session of the
Conference of the Parties,

Noting al so the consensus on the report of the ad hoc panel that acted as
a steering conmttee to the open-ended informal consultative process on
benchmar ks and i ndi cat or s?,

1. Requests the Conference of the Parties to endorse the nethodol ogi ca
framework for inpact indicators proposed by the panel?, pending their testing
and validation;

2. Invites Governments to initiate testing of the inpact indicators and
the practicality of using those indicators in national reporting to the third
session of the Conference of the Parties for the affected African country
Parties, and the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties for the affected
country Parties of the other regions;

3. Encourages the Parties, through the regi onal groups of the Convention
annexes, to identify countries that are sufficiently representative of their
regi ons and subregions, to present their experience in the application of inpact
indicators to the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties in order to
permt evaluation and refinenent of the nethodol ogy;

4, Encourages al so Parties and other countries in a position to provide
assi stance, as well as international organizations, to mobilize technical and
financial support for the affected country Parties, and to initiate the testing
of inpact indicators, particularly at the national I|evel.

5th Pl enary
7 Decenber 1998

1| CCD/ COP(2) / CST/ 3/ Add. 1.



| CCD/ COP( 2) / 14/ Add. 1
page 27

Deci sion 17/ COP. 2

Survey and eval uation of existing networks,institutions,
agenci es and bodi es

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling the requirenments of article 25 of the Convention
Bearing in mnd its decision 23/ COP. 1,

Noting the necessary contractual arrangenents entered into by the head of
the secretariat with the United Nations Environment Programme on behal f of the
Conference of the Parties for the conmpletion of the work on the survey and
eval uation of existing networks, institutions, agencies and bodi es,

Noting also the efforts made by the United Nations Environment Progranme
in its work on the survey and eval uation of existing networks, institutions,
agenci es and bodi es,

1. Requests the United Nations Environnent Progranme to continue to
expedite this process in conformty with the nandate given to it by the
Conference of the Parties at its first session, and to subnmit a report to the
Conference of the Parties at its third session

2. Further requests the United Nations Environment Programe to submt
a met hodol ogy for carrying out the second and third phases of the survey and
eval uation for consideration by the Conmttee on Sci ence and Technology at its
third session in conformty with decision 23/ COP.1, annex.

5th Pl enary
7 Decenber 1998
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Deci si on 18/ COP. 2

d obal Mechani sm

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling its decisions 24/COP.1 and 25/COP.1 on the organization to house
the G obal Mechanism and agreenent on its nodalities, and on collaborative
i nstitutional arrangenments in support of the d obal Mechanism respectively,

Taking note of the reports of the secretariat® and of the International
Fund for Agricultural Developnment? as the organization housing the d obal
Mechanism and the joint report® of the International Fund for Agricultural
Devel opnent, the United Nati ons Devel opment Programme and the Worl d Bank and of
the draft nmenorandum of wunderstanding with the International Fund for
Agricul tural Devel opment as the organization housing the International Fund for
Agricul tural Devel opment/d obal Mechani snf,

Having considered the report of the Managing Director of the
d obal Mechanisn¥ and the report of the current chair of the Facilitation
Commi tt ee?,

1. Notes with concern that the G obal Mechani sm did not begin operating
on 1 January 1998, as indicated by the Conference of the Parties at its first
session in its decision 24/ COP. 1;

2. Notes with appreciation the role played by the United Nations
Devel opnent Programme in identifying and sel ecting the Managi ng Director of the
d obal Mechanismin consultation with, and his appointnment by, the President of
the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opment;

3. Al so notes with appreciation the efforts made by the International
Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent to establish the franework for the separate
identity of the dobal Mechanismw thin the International Fund for Agricultural
Devel opnent as an organic part of the structure of the Fund, and | ooks forward
to a pronpt starting of its activities, in conformty with the provisions of the
Convention and rel evant decisions of the Conference of the Parties;

4, Further notes wth appreciation the role of the Facilitation
Committee with its expanded menmbership in supporting the work of the d obal
Mechani sm and | ooks forward to the Cormittee’s continued support;

5. Invites the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opment to pursue
nodal i ties of collaboration between itself and the community of non-government al
organi zations, as well as collaboration with other interested organizations,
i ncluding the private sector, and to submt a report to the Conference of the
Parties at its third session;

1 | CCD/ COP(2) / 4.
2 | CCD/ COP(2) / CRP. 1.
3 | CCD/ COP( 2) / CRP. 2.

4 | CCD/ COP(2) / 4/ Add. 1.
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6. Requests the G obal Mechanismto establish an ongoing process for
consul tation and col |l aboration with non-governnmental organizations as well as
with the private sector, and to submt a report to the Conference of the Parties
at its third session for consideration and to take appropriate actions;

7. Requests al so the d obal Mechani sm and the Convention secretariat to
cooperate in order to avoid duplication and to enhance the effectiveness of the
Convention inplenmentation in accordance with their respective roles as contai ned
in the draft nmenorandum of understandi ng;

8. Invites the International Fund for Agricultural Development, the
Uni ted Nations Devel opnment Progranme, the World Bank and, as appropriate, the
ot her nenbers of the Facilitation Commttee to nom nate focal points for the
purpose of liaison with the d obal Mechani sm

9. Invites relevant institutions, programmes and bodies of the
United Nations system in particular the United Nations Devel opnent Programme,
the Wrld Bank, the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations, the
G obal Environment Facility, the United Nations Environnment Programe and the
Wirl d Food Programme, intergovernmental, regional and subregi onal organizations
and regi onal devel opment banks, as well as all other interested organizations,
i ncl udi ng non-governnental organizations and the private sector, to actively
support the activities of the G obal Mechanism

10. Takes note with appreciation of the financial support already
provided on a voluntary basis by some country Parties, and reiterates its appeal
to Governments, all interested organizations and the private sector to nake

promptly further voluntary contributions to support the activities and, as
appropriate, in addition to the core budget, to support the functioning of the
d obal Mechani sm

11. Takes note of the first draft of an operational strategy and requests
the Managi ng Director of the d obal Mechanismto conplete the devel opment of an
operational strategy, so as to ensure full consideration of all its min

functions including nmobilizing and channelling of financial resources as
contained in its decision 24/ COP. 1;

12. Decides to undertake, at its third session, in accordance wth
article 21, paragraph 7, of the Convention, the first review of the policies,
operational nodalities and activities of the @ obal Mechani smand, on the basis
of this review, consider and take appropriate action

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998
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Deci sion 19/ COP. 2

Menor andum of under st andi ng
bet ween the Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification and
the International Fund for Adricultural Devel opnent
regarding the nodalities and administrative operations of the
d obal Mechani sm

The Conference of the Parties

1. Takes note of the draft menmorandum of understanding between the
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification and the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent
regarding the nodalities and adm nistrative operations of the d obal Mechani snt,
jointly prepared by the secretariat of the Convention and the International Fund
for Agricultural Devel opnent, and requests the secretariat of the Convention to
conti nue consultations on the text of the draft nmenorandum of understanding, in
order to ensure that comments by Parties are taken into account, and to submt
a revised draft of the menorandum of understandi ng for considerati on and deci si on
by the Conference of the Parties at its third session

2. Decides to transnmt to its third session the draft decision
| CCOY COP(2) /L. 19 submitted by Indonesia on behalf of the Goup of 77 and China;

3. Calls upon all those to whomthe draft menorandum of understandi ng
is addressed to act, pending its entry into operation, as if it were already in
effect.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998

1 1 CCD/ COP(2)/4/Add. 1, annex.
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Deci si on 20/ COP. 2

Consideration of rules 22 and 31 of the rules of procedure

The Conference of the Parties
1. Deci des to replace paragraph 1 of rule 22 with the foll ow ng:

"At the comencenent of the first meeting of each ordinary session, a
President, nine Vice-Presidents and the Chairperson of the Committee on Science
and Technol ogy shall be elected from anong the representatives of the Parties
present at the session in a manner that every geographical region shall be
represented by at |east two menbers. They shall serve as the Bureau of the
session. One of the Vice-Presidents shall act as Rapporteur. [In appointing the
Bureau, due regard shall be paid to the need to ensure equitabl e geographica
distribution and adequate representation of affected country Parties,
particularly those in Africa, while not neglecting affected country Parties in
other regions. The offices of President and Rapporteur shall normally be subject
to rotation anong the regional groups recognized by the practice of the United
Nati ons. "

2. Deci des also to replace rule 31 with the foll ow ng:

"The Chairperson of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy shall be
el ected by the Conference of the Parties. Unless the Conference of the Parties
deci des ot herwi se, the Chairperson of any other subsidiary body shall be el ected
by the Conference of the Parties. Each subsidiary body shall elect its own four
Vi ce- Chai r persons, one of whom shall act as Rapporteur. The Chairperson and four
Vi ce- Chai r persons of such subsidiary bodies shall be elected with due regard to
the need to ensure equitable geographical distribution and adequate
representation of affected country Parties, particularly those in Africa, while
not neglecting affected country Parties in other regions and shall not serve for
nore than two consecutive ternms."

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998
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Deci sion 21/ COP. 2

Consideration of rule 47 of the rules of procedure

The Conference of the Parties

1. Decides to replace the marginal note, the title and paragraph 1 of
rule 47 of the rules of procedure with the follow ng:

"Majority required

Rul e 47
1. [The Parties shall nake every effort to reach agreenment on al
matters of substance by consensus. If all efforts to reach consensus have been
exhausted and no agreenent has been reached, the decision shall, as a |ast

resort, be taken by [a sinple nmajority vote] [a two-thirds majority vote] of the
Parties present and voting, [except for decisions taken under article 21 [and
article 22, paragraph 2(g)] of the Convention which shall be agreed upon by
consensus, or] [unless otherw se provided by

(a) The Conventi on

(b) The financial rules referred to in article 22, paragraph 2(e) of the
Convention; or

(c) The present rules of procedure.]]”
2. Requests the secretariat to include consideration of this outstanding

rul e of procedure on the agenda of its third session

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998
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Deci si on 22/ COP. 2

Resol ution of questions;
annexes on arbitration and conciliation procedures

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling the provisions of article 27 of the Convention, which states that
the Conference of the Parties shall consider and adopt procedures and
institutional nechanisns for the resolution of questions that may arise with
regard to the inplenentation of the Convention

Recalling al so article 28, paragraph 2(a), of the Convention, which refers
to arbitration procedures to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties in an
annex as soon as practicabl e,

Recalling further article 28, paragraph 6, of the Convention, which refers
to conciliation procedures to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties in an
annex as soon as practicabl e,

Bearing in mnd that the Conference of the Parties, at its first session
deci ded® to include consideration of the issues referred to in the foregoing
par agr aphs as selected itens on the agenda for its second session

1. Takes note of the report of the secretariat on such issues?;

2. Deci des to consider the issue further at the third session of the
Conference of the Parties in the light of the progress of the negotiations on
the sanme issues in other relevant environnental conventions with a view to
deciding howto take this matter forward;

3. Deci des al so to consider at the third session of the Conference of
the Parties the establishment of an open-ended ad hoc group to exam ne and nmake
recomrendati ons on the issues of arbitration and conciliation procedures, taking
i nto account the docunment prepared by the secretariat?

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998

1 Decision 9/COP. 1.

2| CCDI COP(2)/ 10.
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Deci si on 23/ COP. 2

Report on the Round Tabl e of Parliamentari ans

The Conference of the Parti es,

Havi ng heard the presentation of the Declaration by Menbers of Parliament
regarding the process of inplenmentation of the United Nations Convention to
Conbat Desertification, nmade by the President of the National Assenbly of Senega
reporting on the outcone of the Round Table of Parlianentarians, which took place
in Dakar on 7 Decenber 1998 and which saw the participation of thirty-five
Parliamentarians fromtwenty-one countries,

1. Takes note, with appreciation, of the Declaration
2. Decides to include the Declaration as an annex to the report of the

Conference of the Parties on its second session

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998
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Deci si on 24/ COP. 2

Dat e and venue of the third session
of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling article 22, paragraph 4, of the United Nations Convention to
Conmbat Desertification

Recal I ing al so General Assenbly resol ution 40/243 of 18 Decenber 1985,

1. Accepts with gratitude the generous offer of the Government of Brazil
to host the third session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification

2. Decides that the third session of the Conference of the Parties shall
be held in Recife, Brazil, from 15 Novenber to 26 Novenber 1999

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to consult with the CGovernnment of
Brazil with a viewto entering into satisfactory arrangenents for that CGovernment
to host the Conference in Recife and to neet the related costs.

10th Pl enary
10 Decenber 1998
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Deci si on 25/ COP. 2
Credentials of representatives of Parties

to the second session of the Conference of the Parties
to the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification!

The Conference of the Parties,

Havi ng consi dered the report? on credentials of the Bureau of the second
session of the Conference of the Parties and the recomrendati on contained
t herein,

Approves the report on credentials submitted by the Bureau of the second
session of the Conference of the Parties.

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998

Editor's note: see also part | of this report and | CCD/ COP(2)/13/Rev. 1.
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I'l. RESCLUTI ONS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

Resol ution 1/ COP. 2

Solidarity with Central Anerica

The Conference of the Parties,

Concerned at the devastation caused by Hurricane Mtch that led to the
tremendous | oss of thousands of lives, of infrastructure and environnental
degradation in Honduras, N caragua, Guatenala, El Sal vador, Belize, Costa Rica
and Panama

Aware of the high vulnerability of Central American and Cari bbean countries
to such climtic phenonena,

Concerned that such natural phenonmena worsen soil degradation, especially
in the Central American and Cari bbean subregi ons, which are the npst vul nerable
to these effects,

Recogni zing that these unfortunate events give special urgency to our
deliberations in this conference and oblige us to | ook for new opportunities for
conmon cooperation actions,

1. Expresses its strongest solidarity and deep condol ences to the people
and Governnments of Central Anerica after this tragic event;

2. Invites the international community, including intergovernmental and
non- gover nent al organi zati ons, to contribute to the reconstruction and support
wi th humani tarian assi stance and ot her cooperative actions;

3. Urges all Governments, United Nations agencies, intergovernnmental and
non- gover nnental organi zati ons, the private sector and society in general, to
offer themtechnical and financial assistance for the effective execution of the
nati onal action plans of the affected countries and subregi onal programes for
combati ng desertification;

4. Invites support for the Central American initiatives emanating from
the Presidential Summt convened in San Sal vador, El Sal vador, in the aftermath
of the catastrophes which call for a sustainable reconstruction plan for Centra
Ameri ca.
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Resol ution 2/ COP. 2

Vote of thanks to the people and Governnent of Senega

The Conference of the Parti es,

Having net for its second regular session in Dakar, Senegal, from
30 Novenber to 11 Decenber 1998, at the invitation of the Covernnent of Senegal

1. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to the Government of Senegal
for the efforts and sacrifices made to ensure that the Conference took place in
Dakar and for having nmade available to it facilities, personnel and services of
excellent quality;

2. Requests the CGovernnment of Senegal to transmit to the city of Dakar
and the entire people of Senegal the thanks of the Parties to the Convention and
Observers for the warm welcone and African hospitality offered to all the
parti ci pants;

3. Further requests the President of the Conference of the Parties, the
M nister for the Environnment and Protection of Nature of Senegal, to transmt
to the President of the Republic of Senegal, H s Excellency M. Abdou Diouf, the
t hanks of the participants for having opened the proceedings in person, for his
great interest in the problens connected with environnment and devel opnent and
for his personal conmtnent to the effective inplenentation of the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa.

12th Pl enary
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